Pedicle thoracoplasty and free skin transplantations in the treatment of open postpneumonectomy cavity after empyema.
The method of covering the open postpneumonectomy pleural cavity with skin is used when closure of the thoracostoma is not possible. The operation is performed with pedicles and free skin transplantations. The results in 16 patients treated this way are presented. This method makes it possible to cover the whole open pleural cavity with skin and to reach a satisfactory postpneumonectomy state.